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- Federal investigations have shown that some aliens use fraudulent
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years—from about 65,600 in 1999 to 89,000 in 2000.
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SSA/OIG operates a fraud hotline to receive allegations of fraud, waste,
and abuse. In recent years, SSA/OIG has reported a substantial increase in
calls related to identity theft. For example, allegations involving SSN
misuse increased more than fivefold, from about 11,000 in fiscal year 1998
to about 65,000 in fiscal year 2001. A review performed by SSA/OIG of a
sample of 400 allegations of SSN misuse indicate that up to 81 percent of
all allegations of SSN misuse related directly to identity theft.

According to the SSA Inspector General, the dramatic rise in SSN misuse
over the years has resulted partly from opportunities for fraud associated
with the status of the SSN as a “de facto” national identifier, which is used
by federal and state governments, banks, credit bureaus, insurance
companies, medical care providers, and innumerable other industries. For
a May 2000 congressional hearing on SSN misuse, the Inspector General’s
statement for the record noted that:

“... our office has investigated numerous cases where individuals apply for benefits under
erroneous SSNs. Additionally, we have uncovered situations where individuals counterfeit
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The Postal Inspection Service, in its fiscal year 2000 annual report, noted
that identity theft is a growing trend and that the agency’s investigations of
such crime had “increased by 67 percent since last year.”

Opportunities for identity theft-related criminal activities have been
enhanced by growth of the Internet, which increases the availability and
accessibility of personal identifying information. According to the FBI:

“The availability of information on the Internet, in combination with the advances in
computer hardware and software, makes it easie
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Reportedly, large-scale counterfeiting has made employment eligibility
documents widely available. For example, in May 1998, INS seized more
than 24,000 counterfeit Social Security cards in Los Angeles after
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Aliens have also attempted to use fraudulent documents or other illegal
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In its 1999 study of identity theft, the United States Sentencing
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